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WHEN WILL GOV. YAHAYA BELLO CONDUCT 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION AS ANOTHER 

EXTENSION IMMINENT? 
In Nigeria like many other countries in the world, the responsibilities of Local Government for 

development at the Local Government level are diverse. 

Some of the major functions include maintenance of law and order, the imposition and collection of 

taxes, rates and fees for certain services such as roads, drainage, waterway, lucrative and curative 

health, basic agricultural and veterinary services, markets, motor parks, public park, etc. 

The revenue for local government use to be utilized in the most economical and efficient manner if it 

is to serve every citizen of the locality. To this end, the 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria provides that 'all the resources of Nigeria governments shall be managed, expended or 

utlised in accordance with laws and regulations and safeguard against loss wastage through illegal or 

improper disposition for the purpose of ensuring economic efficiency and effectiveness in all the 

operations of the government. 

One of the greatest authorities of federalism in my view is that a system can only be said to be 

federal if there is a division of power between one government and several levels of governments 

each of it in its own sphere, is co-ordinate with others, each government must act directly on the 

people, each must also be limited to its sphere of action and each must within sphere, be 

independent of each other. A close observer relationship between the federal, state and local 

governments in Nigeria may conclude reasonably that the system has been characterized by the 

supremacy over the state and local governments. 

Transparency is indeed at all levels of government to promote public awareness of task, policies and 

priorities of government. The programme of government at all levels and their expected outcomes 

need to be made clear. Also any occurrence of corruption at any level of government, as well as the 

cost to the system, should be exposed. These public enlightenment measures are needed as part of 

an empowerment plan and activities to ensure popular participation at all levels. Government has to 

be accountable to the people, not in monetary terms alone. The people must know what their 

“leaders are doing on their behalf and  what they think is good for them.” A situation where our 

people as to what they want and what they think is good for the people without their input or 

participation as being currently witness in the Kogi State is tantamount to act of betrayer and 

therefore unacceptable. 

If the government is to get rid of the pervasive apathy within civil society, the mechanism provided 

for civil society to hold effective consultation with and monitor our “elected representatives at all 

level need to be publicized and strengthen. 

The media and non governmental organizations (NGOs) should act as the ultimate watch dog of 

institutions by closely monitoring the political process, party financing the effectiveness of 

representation, performance of government service delivery agencies and regulatory institutions. 

The private sector on its own part should support and fund the NGOs. These institutions also need to 



develop surveys on the nature incidences and extent of corruption in Nigeria. This effort will go a 

long way to complement the efforts of government. Since the 1976 local government reforms, when 

the nation adopted a one tier multipurpose local government system throughout the nation, 

corruption has virtually become endemic. It has assumed various dimension unexecuted contract, 

extra-budgetary spending questionable gift to carry favour or secure loyalty, misappropriation of 

hospitality vote, abuse of security votes, use of public fund for purpose of outside their statutory 

functions as stipulated in the constitution. 

Records have showed many instances of officials who marred their careers with embezzlement, 

misappropriation and general financial indiscipline. Collusion has been found to be a very serious 

form of corruption in the local government system including collusion between council official and 

political parties with political funds, in circumvention of sometimes flagrant disregard of procedures 

for the award of contract and through inflated quotations, collusion between external auditors and 

government functionaries with citizens who benefit from stealing of public funds. In spite of the 

existence and elaborate rules and regulations, as well as established administrative procedures 

guiding financial transactions of the local government, various groups with vest interest still 

constitute  themselves into a network for the purpose of entrenching corruption at the local 

government level. 

Local government officials are indistinguishable from central official since they are part of the same 

management cadre. If however, the local government individually received recruits its own offices 

and manage them, a separate system obtain, midway between the two in unified system which is 

what obtains in Nigeria. The problem, however, has always been to ensure that the unified service 

has a structure of independent of the central state government through the local government 

service commission usually provides the personnel for the unified service and retains one percent 

(1%) or even more of the monthly allocation from the federation account to all governments in the 

state for the 'training of unified staff”. On paper, the commission controls the fund, but as stated 

earlier under seminar/workshop, this body is mere used in some state and in particular KOGI STATE, 

under current administration to collect the funds while the expenditure is controlled from above, 

e.g. usually from the office of the Governor/Deputy Governor and the Ministry of Local Government 

and Chieftaincy Affairs, working in conjunction with legislature. In essence, the training of local 

government top officials has been bastardized. 

The situation in local government has change from the era when the level of government could not 

boast of competent staff. Right now, there are qualified architect and COREN registered engineers, 

professional town planners and others with university degree-ranging from bachelors degree to Ph.D 

working in local government. With the caliber of officers, it is a disservice to the nation and 

humanity to use unqualified consultant, in term of theoretical, practical exposure as trainers for local 

government staff, all for the sake of policies. Apart from all these, both the political office holder and 

carrier officers are often involved in corrupt practices in some of the local government service 

commissions in the employment development of unified staff. When officers in the local 

government service talk about conditions i.e. whether a particular place has basic amenities like 

running water, electricity and good roads, they are more likely alluding to the station monthly 

allocations of millions of naira, as opposed to those that receive small amount of money, the 

consideration in this case is that the greater the funds, the higher the change of making money. 



As a cloud of uncertainty is surrounding the conduct of local government election in Kogi State, 

despite the tenure of the immediate past  administration end on the 6th may 2016. The conduct of 

local government elections required satisfaction of both constitutional and electoral guidelines 

especially in relation to given political parties the mandatory 90 days notice before the elections. 

Despite this legal provisions and expirations of the tenure of the elected local government council in 

Kogi State, nothing is been heard from the agency concern, which is the State Independent Electoral 

Commission (SIEC). 

We demand without further delay the required time table for the conduct of elections into the local 

government council in the State, credible local government elections should be spared to achieve 

this goal. There is no substitute for the conduct of free, fair, transparent and acceptable local 

government elections. 

This can only be possible if the entrusted commission (SIEC) provide a level playing ground to all the 

registered political parties, conduct  free and fair elections devoid of electoral fraud and 

malpractices.     

 According to the 1999 Constitution as Amended, Local Government Council in Nigeria is the third 

tier of government, and section 7(1) state clearly” there shall be a democratically elected Local 

Government Council across the Federation of Nigeria.”  

The tenure of the democratically elected Local government Councils in Kogi State ended since May 

6th 2016 and since then, there is no genuine effort to conduct election to the local government 

council in the State. 

Under the current administration of Alh.Yahaya Bello who took oath of Office on the 27th of January 

2016, to protect and uphold the constitution of the Federal republic of Nigeria as the Executive 

Governor of Kogi State. In the 2016 budget, there was no provision to conduct elections to the Local 

Government Council, as a result of that, the governor inaugurated Local government administrators 

in the 21 Local Government Councils on 6th May, 2016. One year after the inauguration, the 

Governor transmitted a letter of request of extension of Local Government Administrators by 6 

months despite that, in 2017 no provision was also made in 2017 budget for SIEC to conduct 

election, but N450 million was provided for SIEC in 2017 budget as subvention.  

Despite that inadequate provision for an agency that is supposed to conduct election to another tier 

of government, it was worrisome and unconstitutional, unlawful and undemocratic for the same 

governor who took oath of an office to uphold the constitution of the Federal republic of Nigeria 

transmitted another letter on the 10th of November 2017 to the Kogi State House of Assembly 

requesting for another extension by 6 months of the same unelected Administrators in all the 21 

LGAs in Kogi State on the excuses that due to lack of fund and security.  

The same government admitted on the 23rd April 2017 at a stakeholder meeting in Government 

House that it has received on behalf of the Local Government Councils in Kogi State N10 billion 

Naira. 

While we are yet to know what the government has received from April 2017 to May 2018 on behalf 

of the Local Government Councils, the State Assembly again extended the tenure of the Local 

Government Administrators for the third time on the 10th of April, 2018 based on the letter written 



to the Assembly requesting for such extension by the Executive Governor of the State Alh. Yahaya 

Bello, which was given express passage and current extension commenced from 1st May 2018. 

We wonder what the monies collected on behalf of the Local Government Councils has been spent 

for that elections could not be conducted as provided for in the constitution. 

In 2015 despite the security situation in the North-East the Federal Government conduct elections 

into Presidency, National Assembly, the Office of the Governor and the State Assemblies. Moreover 

in May 2018, despite similar challenges, Kaduna state organised a successful Local Government 

Elections. What level of security challenges in Kogi State that made the government unable to 

conduct Local government elections in to the Local Government Councils in two years of it existence. 

It is currently on the website of Kogi state government that it spent not less than 5 billion naira on 

security in 2017 alone and 9 billion naira has also been approved in 2018 budget for security.  

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTONOMY 

The framers of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999(as amended) out of an 

abundance of wisdom decided that the alteration of the organic and fundamental law of the land 

embodying its shared aspirations and values which bind us together as a people must be a tripartite 

arrangement involving the National Assembly, the State Assemblies and the President of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria. The wisdom in this tripartite arrangement is to avoid ideological, ethnic or 

religious capture of the fundamental law of the land. In other words, the framers of the Constitution 

envisage a national outlook and flavor in constitutional alteration. 

Civil society groups and organisations expect the State Assemblies to pass resolution that gives life 

and meaning to all the issues in the transmitted document because the State Assemblies have 

previously voted on and passed some of the issues in the present document. 

We recognize the fact that the issue of what is now referred to as “Local Government Autonomy” 

remains a sore point. The State Assemblies should look beyond its appellation and see the Bill as 

giving constitutional life to the judgments of the Supreme Court guaranteeing the tenure of office of 

elected Chairmen and Councillors of the various Local Governments.  

Nigerians expect that this time around, the State Assemblies will strengthen the State Assemblies 

through a process of financial autonomy. The stability of the State Assemblies, their independence 

of action and service as the tribune of the people is inexorably tied to their financial independence 

and autonomy.  

Nigerians expect broad consultation with critical stakeholders in the various states on any of the 

issues which the State Assemblies consider as “contentious”. Civil society groups will in that vein 

assist in mobilizing public opinion and informed impute into any of the issues. 

The State Assemblies must not allow and should not allow politics, political exigencies and political 

coloration to overshadow rational thinking in the constitutional alteration process. 

Incremental and targeted alteration to the constitution can legitimately legitimize our constitutional 

framework and domicile its ownership with the Nigerian people. 



As at now, ten States House of Assembly in Nigeria has voted in respect of the Local Government 

Autonomy in the on-going constitutional amendment and eight has voted positively in line with the 

aspiration of the Nigerians. Out of the six states in North Central, only Kogi and Nasarawa are yet to 

vote on the Local Government Autonomy. 

THE DISADVANTAGES OF NON-CONDUCT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN KOGI STATE 

It seems the government of Kogi State under the leadership of Alh. Yahaya Bello did not evaluate the 

disadvantages of non-conduct of elections into the Local Government Councils, politically, 

economically, socially, security and even legally. 

On the political front, the non-conduct of elections to this tier of government have exclude the 

citizen from participation, inclusiveness to the governance at the grassroots.  

Economically, the revenue accrued to the local governments and the development expected of this 

important tier of government is being taken away as the duties and responsibilities of local 

government in terms of generating revenues cannot be realised when elections are not conducted. 

As at today, Kogi state has 239 wards and is expected to have 239 councillors if elections were 

conducted. It is imperative that not less than two persons will survive on each councillors if their 

salaries are paid as at when due. 

On security, not less than 1000 person will have been taking from the street and have economic ties 

and will in turn improve the security situation in the state as this set of persons that would have 

been councillors, young or old would have been kept busy. 

One of the legal disadvantage of non-conduct of election to the local government council is the facts 

that the 21 Local government Administrator were not elected. There are no budgetary provisions 

that is approved by the legislative arms of every local government council in the state who are 

supposed to have been elected by their wards and that would also serve as a supervisory organ on 

the chairmen if they have been elected. And that does not encourage accountability, transparency, 

inclusiveness and participation. 

Now that the election is closer, it is expected that the current extension will expire by September 

and another extension is imminent as the political and elections activities will be stepped up as 

according to the programmes of Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) has come out 

with timetable toward 2019 general elections and primaries are expected to be conducted between 

August and September 2018 by various political parties in Nigeria By October, it is expected that 

candidates would have emerged for various positions and campaign will commence toward the 

general elections in February and March 2019. So how does the people and the government of Kogi 

State have the time to conduct the elections to the Local government councils and still participate in 

the general elections. So it is obvious and nearly impossible for the local government elections to be 

conducted at the expiration of the current extension. 

More worrisome and importantly, in the 2018 approved budget, there was no provisions in the 

budget for the conduct of Local Government Election and as at July 2018, no supplementary budget 

is pending before the Kogi State House of Assembly. So WHEN WILL THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT 

IN KOGI STATE CONDUCT ELECTIONS TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS in conformity with 

the law and constitution of federal republic of Nigeria? 
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